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Another Security Threat:  

PCWorld has reported a security threat that can impact many types of computers regardless of operating systems (including Windows, OS X, Linux, etc.).  See http://bit.ly/1NnaMe4 for details. This Web-based attack works against DRAM by flipping bits (0 to 1 or 1 to 0).  Apparently DDR3 DRAM, which is currently used by virtually all our computers, is vulnerable whereas DDR4 chips may be less so. See also http://bit.ly/1FvomnT and http://bit.ly/1KBAew2. What to do? Be aware of this threat and keep an eye open for reports of attacks and solutions. Presumably OS X El Capitan is not susceptible to this threat.

OS X El Capitan:  

The first beta of El Capitan was released on July 9, 2015 and will be available free to the public later this year, probably about the time you read this article. This beta release can be downloaded from http://apple.co/1g6W7oQ, but be aware using a beta release is truly at the bleeding edge. The publically released version will inevitably be somewhat different. In fact, you may want to wait a few months after the public release to install El Capitan. Here are the major features of El Capitan as gleamed from discussion of the first beta release:

Apple Mail is getting a major upgrade. Better integration with Calendar and Contacts.  Most important, performance when used with slow Internet connections is improved.  This has been a major shortcoming of Apple Mail for a long time.

Mission Control has been revamped. Each window will have its own thumbnail.  Previously all windows from an app would be stacked together. Mission Control is mostly used by power users.

A new split-screen interface. Two different apps can share a full-screen, one on the left and the other on the right. Microsoft windows has long had this feature and Apple has lagged behind.  

Enhancements to Spotlight.  Spotlight has long been regarded as an excellent tool to retrieve information. With El Capitan Spotlight can also access weather, stocks, sports, city public transit information and Web video. There is now support for natural-language queries such as “Documents I worked on last week” and “What’s the weather like today”. For more information see http://bit.ly/1i9GwH2. 

Notes is upgraded. This app is very popular with Mac users. With this release you can easily create checklists and Notes makes better use of iCloud.

Safari (version 9) is tweaked. Pinned Sites has been introduced, which is sort of a bookmark on steroids. Audio from videos can be easily muted.

Photos is improved. Editing of image data, individually and in batches, is improved.  Albums can be sorted by date, title, etc.  

Overall improved performance. Seemingly apps launch 40% faster and switching between apps takes half the time of Yosemite.

For more information see MacWorld, September, 2015, pp. 68-78.

Disable the “caps lock” Key:  

Are you frustrated because you inadvertently turn on the “caps lock” key and then discover you’ve been typing all upper case letters for the last, say, 10 minutes? It’s easy to inactivate the “caps lock” key as follows:

Left-click on the Apple icon in the top-left of the Menu bar located at the top of the monitor.

Select “System Preferences…”.

Left-click on the “Keyboard” icon.

Left-click on the “Keyboard” tab.

Left-click on “Modifier Keys…” located in the lower right corner.

In the row “Caps Lock” left-click on to display the pop up window shown in Figure 1.

Left-click on “No Action” then left-click on the “OK” tab.
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Note that the default setting is “Caps Lock”, which sets the “caps key” to act normally. If you find turning off the “caps lock” key bothersome you can go through the above procedure and reset it to the default by left-clicking on “Caps Lock”. Also note you can turn the “caps lock” key into an additional “control”, “option” or “command” key, although this could be confusing.

Parallels Desktop for Mac:  

Is there some software you must use that runs only in Windows, but you are primarily an Apple computer user?  Consider buying Parallels Desktop for Mac at http://bit.ly/1UDUOvf. Parallels is a mature product in its 11th edition. The “standard” version is available for a one-time $79.99 purchase whereas the Pro and Business editions are available for an annual subscription of $99.99.

Quoting Wikipedia (see http://bit.ly/1VKLpEF), “Parallels Desktop for Mac is a hardware emulation virtualization software, using hypervisor (aka virtual machine monitor or VMM)  technology that works by mapping the host computer’s hardware resources directly to the virtual machine’s resources. Each virtual machine thus operates identically to a standalone computer, with virtually all the resources of a physical computer.  Because all guest virtual machines use the same hardware drivers irrespective of the actual hardware on the host computer, virtual machine instances are highly portable between computers. For example, a running virtual machine can be stopped, copied to another physical computer, and restarted.”

The current version of Parallels provides support for El Capitan.  See http://bit.ly/1QlGDdM.

See http://bit.ly/1FvqoUU for an extensive description and review.

Boot Camp is an alternative to Parallels, which is software from Apple.  Windows 7, 8.1 and 10 are supported.  See http://apple.co/1EQZkEN for more information.  Also see http://bit.ly/1K3Y9h5 for additional information.  You will also need to purchase a copy of Windows from Microsoft, see http://bit.ly/1JPcij9.  

VMware Fusion 8 and VMware Fusion 8 Pro are another alternatives; see http://vmw.re/1KYyg7H.  VirtualBox 5.0 is yet another alternative; see http://bit.ly/1LUTMZs.
